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Message from the President
by Mary Kadri

Hello fellow wetlanders,

It was great to see many of you at the annual picnic! July 1 begins our new
fiscal year, and with that, your Board will be creating a budget to reflect our
priorities and needs for the upcoming year.

I find my interests turning more and more toward wetland restoration
work, which may become my focus. Currently, I've got two “irons in the
fire:” a project with HydroPoint employees, potentially for September 30th,
to pull Salsola soda, a bush-like competitor to pickleweed, and a project

to hire workers through a temp agency to pull hemlock: at least two
workers for 40 hours each, in November. We will follow invasive removal
with  native plant seeding - by the pound!

Out at Shollenberger on June 17th, I noticed that the path from the
Sheraton to Shollenberger was flooded, apparently by a high tide, as was
the path from ECWRF to Shollenberger. This is notable in that this
happened apart from any rainfall.




I recently learned that the path from ECWRF to Shollenberger is slated to
be improved with drainage pipes and additional layers to raise it, in the next
1-3 years. The thinking is that the City wants this to be a ready and viable
alternate path when the re-design of Shollenberger happens, and parts are
closed for a substantial amount of time while sediment is moved and
“ecotone” gradients are created.

About that other shortcut path up the hill at ECWRF (where the City built a
fence, only to have walkers form a path beside the fence?) We have been
informed that building a ramp or stairway there (as PWA suggested) would
come up against CEQA regulation and the study alone that would be
required could be as much as $35k. Sorry, this appears to be a no-go.
TaTaForNow (TTFN)!




I have only to break into the tightness of a strawberry, and I see summer — its dust
and lowering skies.

— Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye

Japanese Scientists Visit Petaluma Wetlands
by Mary Kadri

On June 1, a group of Japanese scientists and wetland enthusiasts came
to visit our wetlands as part of a study of the Chesapeake Bay wetlands
and the San Francisco Bay wetlands. Dr. Komatsu Masayuki, a prominent
researcher and author of over 60 books, arranged for PWA to guide them
on a tour of our wetlands through his Smithsonian Institute contact,
Andrew Chang, who is based in Tiburon. Four others, including a Japanese
farmer, who is planning to construct wetlands on his farmland, his
translator, who is also a biologist, and two other wetland scientists,

made up the group.

When I first heard of this request, I was rather intimidated, since Japan
has an extensive network of protected wetlands, featuring over 50
internationally recognized Ramsar sites. However, Andrew Chang indicated
that they specifically wanted to meet with PWA because of our reputation
for community engagement. They were interested in how we formed, what
we do, and how we hold the support of the public. John Shribbs, Joanne
Figone, and I led the tour, and Steve Worrell of the ECWRF accompanied
us. After our tour, Steve led the visitors on a tour of the water recycling
facility.

The group was very enthusiastic and seemed to be interested in all the
information we provided. They expressed surprise at how large our
wetlands were and were envious of our partnership with the city and other
funders of wetlands. One of them said, "We have got to talk about this
with our municipalities and start forming partnerships.” Currently, they
said, Japan uses concrete walls to keep the sea out. They learned from
us and from SFEI about our plans for adding sediment to our marshes at
a low slope, allowing the marshes to migrate upward in response to sea
level rise or even king tides. Dr. Komatsu said that they are not there yet,
but tsunamis and other crises have them re-thinking their systems. He
also said that they were just beginning to engage their native Japanese




tribal people, the Ainu, in the process of wetland restoration, so he was
very interested to hear about our work done in partnership with the Coast
Miwok.

Joanne relayed that two of the visitors wanted more details about our
school program. Knowing that Japanese education has been mostly rote
learning until very recently, she emphasized the interactive nature of our
classroom and outdoor activities. They seemed fascinated by this, and
were taking notes!

It was gratifying to hear about their admiration for all that PWA does, as
the “volunteer heartbeat” of our cooperative model. They admired the
extent of our volunteer work: the signage, the school program, the bird
walks, our field guide, and our bird counts and nest watch programs.
“"Who are these people?” they wondered. At first they expressed surprise
that Shollenberger is our most visited park, until they began the walk,
and then each of them said they could understand why people wanted to
visit such a beautiful and peaceful place, right in town, and why all of us
have come to feel invested in maintaining this treasure. I presented each
of them with a field guide and encouraged them to visit our website.




This and That From Your Editor

by Cathleen Springer

SAVE THE DATE

Landpaths-Led Lafferty Ranch Hike

Saturday, October 17

9a-11:30a

Limited to 18 PWA members

Watch your email inbox for our mid-September signup opportunity.
#

The Merch Message

A quick reminder to keep the Petaluma Wetlands Alliance merch store on
our website in mind as you plan your gift giving. From our practical Field
Guide 3rd Edition for wetlands birding and nature exploration to PWA-
branded items, there are plenty of thoughtful options for friends, family,
and fellow wetlands enthusiasts.

Note: by popular demand, the men’s fleece zip vest is back in stock.

Your purchases help support our ongoing education, restoration, and
stewardship work.

#

Stay Informed with Grapevine

Looking to stay connected with science and environmental education
happenings across the North Bay? Grapevine is a free monthly e-newsletter
delivering timely information on environmental education resources,
upcoming events, grants, and opportunities — right to your inbox.

With over 1,000 subscribers from throughout the North Bay Area and
beyond, Grapevine has become a go-to resource for anyone who cares about
our natural world. Whether you're a teacher, naturalist, volunteer, or simply
passionate about the environment, you'll find something valuable in each
issue.

Signing up is easy — just send an email requesting to be added to the list to
mikeroa46@gmail.com.



mailto:mikeroa46@gmail.com

Live in the sunshine. Swim in the sea. Drink in the wild air.

--Ralph Waldo Emerson

June 2026 PWA Picnic

photos by Cathleen Springer

Swallow Tail Butterfly



School Program Update
by Gail Abrams

The PWA School Program wrapped up its 3rd Grade Field Trips on May 8.
The 2026 program covered eleven weeks helping 400 students from 11
different schools discover the diverse wetland environments in their own
backyard.

It's the same activities every time, and yet each one is different because
the children and the weather change, and because our program spans late
winter to mid spring. We can’t know exactly what we will see on the Bird
and Habitat Walks, or what we will find in the Owl Pellet dissection, but
we always find something! One of my favorite responses to the closing
circle question, "What did you like best on your Bird Walk?” was "“Seeing
the snake!” followed by, “Yes! And the caterpillar!” It may be the Bird
Walk, but when Nature shares a treat with us, we observe it and see what
we can learn about it, bird or not.

On May 13 the PWA School Docents gathered to review the season and to
look ahead to next year. We shared what we value about the program,
and the list went on and on. Here are just a few:

A community of like-minded people

The opportunity to share our individual knowledge and skills within a solid
curriculum

Helping develop the next generation of environmental stewards
Supporting our local schools and teachers
Inter-generational contact

The teachers continue to tell us how much they value the program because
it aligns so well with the 3rd grade science standards, provides very
personal attention, and because it's local. This is environmental science
where we live, not just in a school book or film.

The May 13 meeting was also the time for passing the leadership baton,
not just to a new leader, but to a new leadership structure. Moving

forward there will be there will be two School Program Coordinators and




five committees, replacing the single program Chair. Cindy Mathiesen and
David Donnenfield, as co-coordinators, held their first 2027 planning
session in early June. They provided a preliminary schedule to prepare for
next year, and the committees got straight to work. It was very inspiring
and bodes well for the continued health of the 3rd Grade Program.

And so, this is my last newsletter article as School Program Chair. It’s been
an honor holding the position. It's been quite an opportunity to learn about
the program and all the pieces that come together to bring the activities
into the classroom and lead the activities at Shollenberger Park. The very
best part has been getting to know all the School Docents. The School
Docents are interesting and generous people who love nature, children and
learning. I'm stepping down as Chair, but am still with the program and
serving on at least one of the committees. Come join us!

Classroom Activity

photo by Gail Abrams

Learning to Use Binoculars

photo by Gail Abrams

Student Thank You Drawing

photo by Gail Abrams



Time & Tide
by Stacey Atchley

Executive Director, Petaluma Historical Library and Museum

Time & Tide: An Artful Exploration of Petaluma’s Wetlands concluded on
June 7 after welcoming more than 2,500 visitors to the Petaluma
Museum. Through the contributions of more than 90 local artists and
students, along with the expertise and collaboration of Petaluma
Wetlands Alliance and our many community partners, the exhibition
invited visitors to explore the history, ecology, and future of the Petaluma
River watershed through the lenses of art, science, and storytelling.
Together, we helped foster a deeper public understanding of the vital role
Petaluma’s wetlands play in supporting biodiversity, cultural heritage,
climate resilience, and community well-being. We are deeply grateful to
the organizations, artists, educators, scientists, and volunteers whose
partnership made this ambitious and meaningful project possible.

A Special Thank You

by Cathleen Springer

Thank you to Petaluma Wetlands Alliance volunteers Lorie Frost and Rose
Keaton, who brought our watershed demonstration to life for museum
visitors on May 9 and June 6 during the Time & Tide exhibition. Their
dedication and expertise made the experience richer for everyone who
stopped by.

I would also like to thank PWA Vice President John Shribbs for his tireless
input in helping to shape this exhibition.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge PWA member Alan Butler—retired
architect, lifelong artist, and author of The Petaluma River: A Sketch
Journal and Brief Historical Overview—whose creative ideas and generous
availability, paired with Stacey Atchley's unwavering direction, helped
bring this excellent project to life.




@ petalumamuseum

TIME&TIDE

AN ARTFUL EXPLORATION OF
PETALUMA S WETLANDS

PETALUMA
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PETALUMA MUSEUM
20 FOURTH STREET
PETALUMA, CA 94952
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From Past to Future: Stewarding Our Wetlands Together
by Cathleen Springer

On the evening of May 28, the Petaluma Museum hosted an inspiring panel
discussion connected to Time & Tide: An Artful Exploration of Petaluma's
Wetlands. Moderated by Stacey Atchley, Executive Director of the Petaluma
Historical Library and Museum, the conversation brought together three
conservation leaders to explore how our relationship with the Petaluma
River watershed has evolved—and where it's headed.

Panelists Julian Wood (Bay Program Leader, Point Blue Conservation
Science), and Anne Chadwick (author, illustrator, photographer, and Point
Blue Board Chair), and Julian Meisler (Baylands Program Manager, Sonoma
Land Trust) shared perspectives rooted in restoration science, Indigenous
knowledge, and community stewardship.

Together, they traced the historical transformation of the watershed,
examined current restoration efforts, and explored how wetlands serve as
critical buffers against climate change—reducing flood risk, supporting
biodiversity, and helping our region adapt to rising seas. The conversation
also touched on the power of art and storytelling as tools for building
community connection to this vital landscape.

A particularly encouraging theme was the growing spirit of collaboration
across the San Francisco Bay region, with municipalities up and down the
Bay increasingly joining forces on wetland restoration and climate resilience
initiatives. This collective momentum signals that Petaluma is not working
alone—but as part of a broader, Bay-wide commitment to protecting these
irreplaceable ecosystems for generations to come.




Insect Discovery Lab
by Mary Kadri

Children and parents enjoyed a lively and hands-on Insect Discovery Lab
hosted by the Petaluma Wetlands Alliance on May 16 at Shollenberger Park.
This event was part of PWA’s coordinated programming connected to the
Petaluma Historical Library and Museum’s Time & Tide exhibition exploring
the Petaluma wetlands.

PWA President Mary Kadri welcomed SaveNature.Org instructor and Animal
Husbandry Manager Rachel Miller, along with the participating parents and
children.

Rachel introduced the group to a fascinating collection of insects,
arthropods, and millipedes from around the world, many of them
surprisingly large and exciting to see up close. Although attendance was
small, the intimate group size allowed each child the opportunity to hold the
specimens, ask questions, and interact directly with the presentation.

Parents expressed appreciation to both Rachel and the Petaluma Wetlands
Alliance for providing such a unique educational experience, and several
inquired about bringing similar programs to future events, helping to spread
nature awareness and education to even more children.

PWA volunteer Tim Hanlon assisted Mary Kadri with setup and securing a
shade tent on the cool and windy morning.

Mary also happily reported that the resident killdeer mother nesting a
respectable distance from the group appeared safe and well.




Nesting Season Is In Full Swing
by Linda Sheppard

If you have been to Ellis Creek or Shollenberger lately, you may have

been aware that this is nesting season! Young avocets and stilts can be
seen. Grebes have their babies on their backs. Ducks and geese adults
have their chick parade paddling furiously behind them. Nothing cuter!

PWA teams of trained monitors are currently checking 60 nest boxes and
finding this to be a busy and productive season for our tree swallows and
bluebirds. The weird spring weather had us worried that insects were not
readily available, but so far the chick mortality has been low.

Most boxes will produce two clutches of birds so we will be monitoring
through July. There is nothing more satisfying than watching a nest being
built, seeing that eggs were laid, being divebombed by a parent, and

watching the chicks grow and eventually fledge. Tree swallows and blue
birds are very tolerant of a quick peek into their box. They do not
abandon the box and usually wait patiently for the monitor to leave.

Data collected is entered into the Cornell Lab of Ornithology NestWatch
database.

In addition to monitoring nest boxes, the heron rookery behind the public
area at Ellis Creek is full of activity. You can hear the birds, especially the
double crested cormorants, from the furthest south path. You can see
two or three nests from this vantage point as well. The Great Blue heron
chicks look like little dinosaurs.

Get out here and see them before they fledge!
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Aubrey Parnay at nest box Mama Bluebird
photo by Dede Shabbag photo by Linda Sheppard

Listening to the Temple Bell or
watching the flowers open — it’s all the

same!

--Kobayashi Issa (1763-1828)

Alkali Mallow (Malvella leprosa)

Coastal Gumweed (Grindelia stricta)



Ciena Cares Joins PWA for Earth Week Cleanup
by Cathleen Springer

Seventeen volunteers from Ciena Corporation joined five Petaluma
Wetlands Alliance volunteers (John Shribbs, Sara Pimental, John Richards,
Tim Hanlon, Keith White) on April 24 for a successful Earth Week cleanup
at Shollenberger Park and Alman Marsh. Together, the crew removed a
truckload of debris, sorted shoreline wood deposits, and cleared vegetation
around benches and kiosks to improve visitor access. No nesting birds were
encountered during the work.

Organized through Ciena Cares, the volunteer day reflected the company’s
commitment to community service and environmental stewardship. “A
tremendous amount of work was accomplished for the wetlands during
Earth Week,” said PWA cleanup organizer John Shribbs. PWA extends
sincere thanks to Tom Zabatta (Ciena Sr. Manager, SVT/PV Engineering
Routing/IP), and the Ciena team for their energy and hands-on support.




A Big Thanks to the Bench/Sign Cleaning Team
by Joanne Figone

John Richards has organized a dedicated group of PWA volunteers to care
for the commemorative benches, kiosks, and interpretive signs at our
wetlands. You'll find them out there regularly scrubbing benches and signs,
pulling weeds, and keeping these spots clean, comfortable, and welcoming
for everyone.

Thanks to their efforts, visitors can stop and rest without dealing with dirt,
bird droppings, or overgrown weeds. Next time you see them out there,
be sure to say thank you!

Point Blue Conservation Science Tour
by Cathleen Springer

On Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22, members of the Petaluma Wetlands
Alliance were treated to an inspiring behind-the-scenes visit and tour

of Point Blue Conservation Science’s Petaluma headquarters. Originally
founded in 1965 as Point Reyes Bird Observatory, Point Blue has long been
a leader in advancing science-based solutions to environmental challenges.

Communications Manager Lishka Arata warmly welcomed our group and
shared an overview of the organization’s core values, wide-ranging
ecological work, and impactful conservation projects. We also had the
opportunity to hear from Dr. Leo Salas, Quantitative Ecologist, whose
insights into data-driven ecology added another layer of depth to the




experience.

PWA members left the tour energized and inspired by the scope and
importance of the work being done. Many thanks to Lishka for such a
thoughtful and engaging Earth Day program.

Attending PWA members included Cathleen Springer, John and Patty
Shribbs, Christyne Davidian (our Earth Day newt), Alan Butler, ]J] Harris,
Janet Clover, Gail Abrams, Cindy Mathieson, Jerry Pozo, Earl Herr, Sara
Pimental, Keith White, Sandy Kaplan, and Rose Keaton.

Point Blue Values

° Innovation & Courage

o1 | Ui
@ Cunosnty&sdentiﬁcIntegvi I

e Inclusion & Community

® ortimismarear

Lishka Arata details Point Blue mission

Point Blue Values

PWA tour group with Point Blue Dr. Leo Salas
Our very own Christyne “Newt” Davidian on tour day



A Ducky Went A-Hunting, Part 1
by Cathleen Springer

A duckie went a-hunting

To build a grassy nest.

Atop a swallow’s wooden home

She spied the spot that’s best.

A Duckie Went A-Hunting, Part 2

by Mary Kadri

Right around Memorial Day, I was filling in for one of our PWA NestWatch
volunteers at what we call the Eucalyptus Grove at Ellis Creek. As part of
the monitoring program, I was peering into nest boxes and counting the
eggs and chicks of Western Bluebirds and Tree Swallows that had made
their homes there.

When it was time to head back to my bike, I couldn't find a clear path
through the tall grass, so I walked slowly, watching my footing. Suddenly,
I felt the side of a large bird brush against my pant leg. It silently shot up
into the air and flew away. I only caught a glimpse of its back half, so I
couldn't tell what it was.

Curious, I stood still for a moment and then gently parted the grass where
the bird had been. There I discovered a large, round nest about 20 inches in
diameter containing 13 white eggs-larger than chicken eggs—and lined with
bits of grayish-white down feathers.

After a little internet research, I concluded that the bird was a female
mallard. Besides her mottled brown coloring and size, the giveaways were
the pure white eggs and the soft grayish-white down. Apparently, female




mallards pluck down from their own breasts to line and insulate their
nests.

Then I remembered a humorous article and photograph by Cathleen
Springer that had appeared in the Argus-Courier not long ago. The photo
showed a female mallard perched atop one of our Tree Swallow nest
boxes, about six feet off the ground. It was such an unexpected sight
for a duck that the newspaper couldn't resist publishing it.

It appears that Mama Mallard has finally chosen her nesting spot-a nearby
perfect patch of grass in the Eucalyptus Grove at Ellis Creek.

Nature painted us the wetlands, but it is we who must conserve and

appreciate the art.

--Sherry Xie




